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CALL FOR PAPERS

GEORG ARNHOLD INTERNATIONAL SUMMER CONFERENCE (GAISC)
JUNE 10 TO 13, 2024 IN BRAUNSCHWEIG, GERMANY

EDUCATION, WAR & PEACE: UNDERSTANDING INTERNATIONAL
ASSISTANCE AND INTERVENTION IN CONFLICT-AFFECTED CONTEXTS

This summer conference seeks to provide a forum for critical reflection on the
relationship between education, conflict, war and peace and the global actors and
practitioners that have devised strategies to engage, support and intervene in education
systems in conflict-affected contexts. Since the late 1990s, a field of research and practice
has emerged within International Development, now commonly known as ‘Education in
Emergencies’, which explores and acts upon the relationship between education and
situations of crisis and conflict. Whilst the field has its foundational roots in post-WWII
refugee education, it has expanded its remit and geographical focus since the 1990s,
following the collapse of the Soviet Union and the end of the Cold War. Driven by United
Nations agencies and international policy actors’ needs on the ground, the initial catalyst
to this expansion was a realisation that half the world’s out-of-school children lived in
conflict-affected contexts. This led to a flourishing of activity in both research and
practice as the complex relationship between education and violent conflict rose up the
global policy agenda. Over the last decades the field of Education in Emergencies has
been shaped by broader geopolitics and international relations, including the fallout from
the end of the Cold War, 9/11 and the War on Terror, the invasions and occupations of
Iraq and Afghanistan, wars in Syria and Yemen, instability and conflict in Libya and the
Sahel region, and the unresolved conflict — recently escalated into unspeakably violent
warfare — in Palestine/Israel. The Russian invasion of Ukraine has added a new/old
superpower rivalry between Russia and the West into the geopolitical mix. As with the
broader field of International Development, all of the above events seem underpinned by
the legacies of colonialism as well as ongoing tensions and inequalities between the
global North and South.

While education systems and actors are often presented as victims of conflict, research in
this field has evidenced the way education can also be a catalyst to conflict: driving
inequality, promoting prejudice, increasing exclusion and alienation. It can of course also
do the opposite and promote peace, wellbeing, social justice and inclusion. How do
international actors engage with these processes? What are the different factors that
propel intervention and assistance in education systems in conflict-affected contexts, and
how are these shaped by broader geopolitical interests? How do the legacies of



colonialism inform both geographies and practices of intervention? Why are some
contexts and geographies prioritised while others ignored? How can education
interventions be assessed in terms of nature, volume and effect? How have these changed
and been shaped over the last decades? And what role do educational media such as
textbooks and digital materials play in these complex processes? What can we learn from
the Cold War period and education assistance to conflict contexts about the ways in
which current superpower rivalries might impact our field of research and practice?

This year's conference will reflect on how international relations and the broader
geopolitics of intervention link to the education sectors in conflict-affected contexts and
on the implications for building sustainable peace and social and ecological justice. The
Georg Arnhold Program on Education for Sustainable Peace invites submission of original
contributions that engage with the politics of educational assistance to conflict-affected
contexts: past, present and future. Abstracts can speak to — without being limited by - the
following considerations:

e What are the roles of different international actors in delivering education in
conflict-affected contexts?

e What are the geopolitical factors that influence educational interventions,
resources and outcomes in different conflict-affected contexts?

e What empirical evidence do we have of the drivers of educational assistance to
conflict-affected contexts by international agencies?

e What is the nature of the global governance of Education in Emergencies, and how
is it influenced by powerful actors?

o What are the theoretical tools and concepts that can help us better understand the
role of international actors in in the education sectors in conflict-affected
contexts?

e How do educational media inform, exacerbate, relieve and/or respond to these
processes? What is the significance of their design, production, political
ownership, reception, and classroom implementation in conflict-affected contexts?

e How do the legacies of colonialism shape present practices in the field of
Education in Emergencies?

e How is current superpower rivalry between the West, Russia and China affecting
international assistance to conflict-affected contexts?

e What roles are non-traditional donor nations playing in supporting education
systems in conflict-affected contexts (e.g. UAE, Qatar, Jordan, Turkey)?

e What are the roles and interests of private sector corporations in the field of
Education in Emergencies?

Applicants are requested to explain how their proposal addresses the theme of the
summer conference as outlined above, and where possible/relevant some of the above
questions.

The four-day long Summer Conference will bring together early-career scholars, senior
researchers, and practitioners from around the world. It will provide an interdisciplinary
and international forum that will allow participants to debate and critically reflect upon
these key issues, strengthen research connections, and support critical reflection to
inform future research and practice.



WORKSHOP - THE IRC INCUBATOR

Part of the summer conference is a workshop organized and facilitated by the Airbel
Impact Lab, which is the research and innovation arm of the International Rescue
Committee (IRC). During the workshop, conference participants will learn about the
humanitarian approach to research and how to utilize design principles to improve the
impact and increase the application of their work.

Following the summer conference, up to 5 individuals will be selected to undertake
fellowships with the IRC. These individuals will work closely with IRC staff to undertake
work which furthers both the IRC’s and the fellows’ interests.

All attendees of the summer conference will be welcome to join the incubator and will be
eligible for selection to participate in this fellowship with the IRC.

Selected fellows this year will conduct and/or support research and innovation projects
within one of two portfolios below that intersect with this year’'s conference theme —
Education, War & Peace: Understanding International Assistance and Intervention in
Conflict-Affected Contexts. Overviews of each portfolio’s strategic focus with examples of
potential projects fellows may engage with are outlined on our website. Please note this
information is subject to change as our projects evolve over the coming year.

HOW TO APPLY

The Georg Arnhold Summer Conference primarily welcomes applications from academic
experts, post-doctoral scholars and doctoral candidates from the humanities and social
sciences, particularly education, history, political sciences, international relations,
geography, sociology, law, and anthropology. Practitioners working for international
organizations and NGOs with experience and valuable insights in the relevant fields are
also welcome to apply. Applications from students enrolled in a master’s program and
recent graduates with a master’s degree will be considered in exceptional cases.

SUBMIT YOUR APPLICATION VIA THE ONLINE APPLICATION FORM ON OUR WEBSITE
The deadline for completed applications is February 4t, 2024.
Successful applicants will be notified by the end of February.

The working language of the Summer Conference will be English.

The GEI plans to publish the proceedings of the summer conference. Please note that
participants will be expected to submit their first draft a week before the conference
(until June 34, 2024), with the opportunity to revise following the event.

CONTACT

Katharina Baier
Coordinator of the Georg Arnhold Program
Education for Sustainable Peace

Leibniz Institute for Educational Media | Georg Eckert Institute
Phone: +49 (0)531 59099-226 | E-mail: summerconference@gei.de

www.leibniz-gei.de | Facebook | YouTube



https://airbel.rescue.org/
https://airbel.rescue.org/
https://www.rescue.org/
https://www.rescue.org/
https://www.gei.de/en/institute/career/georg-arnhold-program/irc-scholarships
https://www.gei.de/fileadmin/gei.de/pdf/institut/stipendien_stipendiaten/Georg-Arnhold-Programm/CfP_GAISC_2024_IRC_Fellowship_Opportunities.pdf
https://www.gei.de/fileadmin/gei.de/pdf/institut/stipendien_stipendiaten/Georg-Arnhold-Programm/CfP_GAISC_2024_IRC_Fellowship_Opportunities.pdf
https://www.gei.de/en/institute/career/georg-arnhold-program/international-summer-conference#c3683
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https://www.facebook.com/GeorgEckertInstitut
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKvEkpRRadxs7rmcaAiUgZw
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